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with greater appearance of civil liberty, or more skilful con-
cealment of despotism." x

Nardi's remark shows that Giulio was still carefully pursu-
ing his scheme, and biding his time until those of the fam-
ily who were then children should be grown up, and he
himself in a position to adopt a more rigorous attitude towards
Florence than that of merely "controlling" her Government

Meanwhile Adrian VI was showing himself a Pope such
as Roms had not seen for many centuries. He was not only
virtuous and frugal, humble and pious, a hater of pomp,
and simple and straightforward in character, but he also
viewed with indignation the corruption which abounded in
the Church, and set himself vigorously to the task of re-
form. There was a prompt end to all the pleasant ways which
Rome loved, and a volte-face which was in some of its as-
pects almost comic. Bishops to w&om life at a distance from
Rome was like banishment to a barbarous country were sent
off to their neglected bishoprics; the sycophantic throng of
poets, philosophers, artists, and musicians who had sur-
rounded Leo were swept out of the Vatican; the supper-
parties, hunting-parties, and convivial gatherings came to
an abrupt end. The Pope insisted on living in the simplest
fashion, with a very small establishment, and spent a great
part of his time in prayer and study. Rome was consumed
with an unutterable disgust.

Moreover, whereas it had been a main object with every
preceding Pope to aggrandise his family and increase the
Papal dominions, Adrian VI refused to do anything of the
kind. He restored Urbino to its rightful Duke, Francesco
della Rovere, and gave back to the Duke of Ferrara the
territories which Leo X had taken from him. Such acts in-
creased his unpopularity. Adrian, however, was unmoved by
the indignant wrath of the corrupt community by which he
was surrounded. He set before himself three main objects